Osteopoikilosis in an ancient skeleton: more than a medical curiosity.
We describe the palaeopathologic and radiographic findings of the human skeletal remains that belonged to a female who lived in Mexico's viceroyship period (seventeenth and eighteenth centuries A.D.). Radiographic studies showed numerous, radiodense, ovoid, small and well-defined foci in the long tubular bones, sacrum, scapulae and iliac bones. Computed tomography (CT) examination revealed multiple hyperdense foci located in the central marrow portion of the bones. Measurements of attenuation coefficient revealed +1548 HU. The findings are consistent with osteopoikilosis, an uncommon, benign sclerosing bone dysplasia transmitted in an autosomal dominant fashion, which in the clinical setting is important to set apart from different bone pathologies to avoid unnecessary interventions and treatments. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first report of osteopoikilosis in ancient human remains.